	INTENT
“Ah, music," he said, wiping his eyes. " A magic beyond all we do here!” ― J.K. Rowling
We hear it when we are in the car, at work, when we are shopping, at restaurants, at doctor's offices, and many more places. Music serves a purpose other than entertainment at many of these places. Music has the power to influence mood and behavior in people and it is no secret that it is used at every available opportunity.  This experience is designed to allow children to build upon their prior learning about musical composition and reflect upon its power to evoke feelings and create mood.  Time will be given to compare and contrast different pieces of music and explore timbre using body percussion.  Our scientific learning will lead us to discover how sound is produced and how it travels and will compliment our musical understanding.  Utilising their green thinking hat, they will create their own composition to evoke feelings linked to the main character and events in their own short narratives.  Throughout this experience, the children will be reflecting upon the positive characteristics of friendships and relationships and their associated feelings.  
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We will set the children an exciting challenge that will lead them to create their very own short musical compositions to evoke suspense and accompany a scene from The Polar Express film.  The children will also enjoy listening to a range of different musical pieces in order to creatively capture an image that comes to their mind when listening to each genre. 


	ESSENTIAL QUESTION/CHALLENGE
Why do the dimensions of a piece of music influence its mood?  Can you create a piece of music to portray how a character is feeling to accompany a scene from The Polar Express?

What impact did the first railways have on the lives of people in Britain?



	OUTCOME

The children will perform their short compositions to each other before reading their very own Christmas themed stories. Their written stories will then be sent home as gifts for the holiday.  



	EXPERT INPUT

Teachers will reflect on some of the core learning and expertise shared with our school by Liz Webster last year. 
Teacher will draw upon the progression of skills and music resources shared with the school by Dorset music lead - 



	LEARNING THROUGH ROLE PLAY 
The children will have opportunity to develop deeper empathy for the characters and scenarios depicted in the Polar Express story through role-play.  Scenarios cards and setting props from key scenes of the story e.g. train arriving on Christmas eve, dialogue with the mysterious conductor, arriving at the wonderful North Pole will all provide a context for the children to recreate scenes and capture the characters reactions.  
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	Learning in action
Developing an Inquiry Mind-set:   
1. Knowledge (Remember)

Can you define the following musical terms?
Structure, Rhythm, Pulse, Tempo, Dynamic, Timbre
What is the definition of an ostinato?

(469) Ostinato Explained! - YouTube
2. Comprehension (Understand)
Listen and appraise carefully selected pieces of music that develop tension and suspense for the listener. 

Can you describe the changes in the dynamic of a given piece of music?
Can you recognise and discuss the different dimensions of a piece of music?
3. Application – rotation set up (instruments carefully selected – x2 teacher led groups)
Explore understanding of some of the key vocabulary above by experimenting with a range of instruments to demonstrate application of knowledge. Begin to perform mini experiments and compositions to small class groups. 
4. Analysis (Outcome)
Can you compare and contrast the mood evoked in different pieces of music? Demonstrate understanding of the core definitions above and discuss how they contribute to the mood created. (Suspense focus)
5. Synthesize (Create)
Can you compose a short composition that reflects the mood created in a scene from the Polar Express film? Prepare a performance in a small group. 
6. Evaluation

Can you appraise your musical work and others?
Learning in action
Developing an Inquiry Mind-set:   
1. Knowledge (Remember)

How is sound produced?

What is pitch and how are different pitches produced? (Music link)

2. Comprehension (Understand)
Complete a variety of mini sound experiments to consolidate understanding of sound being produced by vibrations (e.g. rice on a drum, stone into water, paper cup telephones) 

Can you match an object to the pitch of sound it created?
3. Application 
Design (together as a class) a science experiment to work out the links between objects and the pitch of sound they will produce. Model and create the success criteria for a ‘good investigation’ as a group that we can refer to later. 

4. Analysis (Outcome)
Can you use our results to conclude our question? What patterns can you find between the pitch of a sound and the object that created it?

5. Synthesize (Create)

Design and create your own investigation with a team. What happens to a sound when you move further away?
Can you capture your core learning in a poster showing your understanding about sound from this half term?

6. Evaluation
Can you peer assess another group’s investigation? Did they meet the class criteria for a great experiment?

Learning in action
Developing an Inquiry Mind-set:   
1. Knowledge (Remember)

When were the first passenger railways introduced in Britain? Can you place this important key event on a timeline?

'All change!' on Britain's railways | The National Archives
What do you want to know? Question forum.

2. Comprehension (Understand)
Reflect on home learning about a famous locomotive – children have opportunity to share home learning in groups. 

What did each locomotive bring to Britain? How did it change the lives of people in Britain?

3. Application 
Class debate – apply understanding of how the railways changed the lives of different people for better and some for worse. Understand different view points and perspectives. 
4. Analysis (Outcome) 5. Synthesize (Create)

KQ – How did the introduction of the railways impact the life of people in Britain? Can you produce a poster to share your understanding of this?

	As Musicians we will:

Explore the BBC’s 10 pieces and explore/listen/appraise other film/tv pieces that create suspense e.g. Dance of the Knights" by Prokofiev (Apprentice soundtrack)
Our focus will be:

-Sounds to create particular effects (timbre)
-Rhythm patterns in music from different times and places (duration)
-Music that describes feelings or moods using ‘tense’ or ‘calm’ sounds using dynamics, different tempo, different timbres etc

-Music that incorporates effective silences (rests)
Compositions:

We will create own musical accompaniment for a dramatic scene from The Polar Express

Our focus will be to create:

-A simple melody from a selected group of notes (i.e. a pentatonic scale)
-Music that has a recognisable structure 
-A piece of music that reflects images/ and atmosphere, that has a clearly defined plan, making subtle adjustments to achieve the intended effect
-Maintain two or more different ostinato patterns in a small instrumental group against a steady beat

-Play music that includes RESTS

 -Simple musical notations to represent own short compositions
-Appraise our composition against our devised class criteria (as listed above)
Perform (Christmas Nativity Performances) – discuss and embed understanding of core definitions during rehearsal and learning time

-Sing songs in a variety of styles with an increasing awareness of the tone of their voices and the shape of the melody

-Sing songs showing musical expression (phrasing, changes of tempi, dynamics; reflecting the mood and character of the song and its context)

-Sing confidently as part of a small group or solo being aware of posture and good diction.

As Scientists we will:

*Ask relevant questions 
*Plan and carry out fair investigations to gather data to help draw conclusions

*Investigate how sound is produced and travels (Range of short experiments e.g. Dancing rice on drums, paper cup telephones, stone into water etc.)
*Draw diagrams to share our understanding of how sound is produced 
As historians we will: 
*Place key events in period studied on a timeline while reflecting on this in relation to previous time periods studied (The Romans/Celts/Stone Age)
*Research, ask and answer questions

*Use and analyse a range of evidence to reconstruct and build our understanding of this time in Britain

*Make a judgment about the impact the introduction of railways in Britain had on people’s lives – consider both sides of the argument and give our own opinions

*Make links to how the railways changed Britain compared with The Romans changes – driving Britain forward/improvements 
	Curriculum Objectives:
Music:
-Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
-Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

-Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

-Use and understand staff and other musical notations 

-Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
Sc4/4.1    Sound:
Sc4/4.1a    Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating

Sc4/4.1b     Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear

Sc4/4.1c    Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it

Sc4/4.1d    Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that produced it.

Sc4/4.1e    Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases

Sc4/1.1    Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
Sc4/1.2    Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests

Sc4/1.4    Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions

Sc4/1.5    Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables

Sc4/1.6    Reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions

Sc4/1.7    Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions

History:

-A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 – The first Railways
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How we evaluate?
*Thinking Hats will be used to reflect upon our overall outcomes at the end of the learning experience, ideas will be captured in their topic journals
*Peer and self-assessment will be used throughout the design process 

*Concept mapping will provide formative assessment opportunities as the topic progresses and allow children to learn how to organise their gained knowledge and understanding
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What Stuck with you?

*Children can use and articulate their understanding of focus musical dimensions.
*Children can articulate how the tempo can affect the mood of a piece of music

*Children can identify and recognise how sound is produced by vibrations and how it can travel through air, water and solid materials
*Children understand where the time period of the first railways is in comparison to other periods in history they have learnt about 

*Children can discuss how the railways had a positive and negative impact on people’s lives and give some examples of these
Deeper Thinking
Children can justify the intent of a piece of music, drawing upon gained knowledge of musical dimensions and empathising with different characters’ thoughts and feelings.

Children are able to design, conduct and conclude their own investigations making confident reference to fair testing and importance of repeating tests for accurate results. 

Children can justify the impact that the railways had on people’s lives in Britain and can share their own opinion on this. They can make links to these changes and the impact with previous historical periods studied – e.g. The Romans


	Wider and Discrete Learning Opportunities:
Geography:

Location Knowledge: identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle.

Physical Geography: Climate zones 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork : use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied (The Arctic)
French – Presenting Myself unit block – 5 sessions plus end of unit assessment

PSHE Jigsaw – Celebrating Difference – progressive planning in a whole school approach x 6 45min sessions as well as x 2 dedicated SAFETY focus sessions across the half term 
Computing – Programming 1 – Further coding with Scratch
PE – Dance and Netball
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