
INTENT 
 

The learning journey this half term will be focussed on the topic ‘On the move’ through hands on activities and memorable 

experiences inside the classroom and within our outside area. The children will develop their understanding of the local area and 

beyond, linking to the need for transport to go to places. We will not just focus on transport, but the idea of moving and 

exploring the world around us, providing opportunities to look at maps, other cultures and our own routines. Quality literature 

will be a driving force for our learning this half term, feeding into both our continuous provision and our literacy inputs, where 

we will develop our writing skills to write simple and extended sentences. Studying changes in transport and how different 

vehicles have progressed will provide opportunities to compare the past with the present and possibly predict what we think 

might happen in the future.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

HOOK 
Brainstorm with the children all the different ways we can move, 
what vehicles we can use and our experiences.  
Design a vehicle that they would want to use to get to school, it 
could be a plane, helicopter, car, bus etc. 
Use our designs to create our vehicle using junk modelling. 
Materials to include cereal boxes, milk bottle caps, paint, tape 

Lines of Inquiry  
Where do we live? 
What does the world look like? 
What did transport look like before we were born?  
What do you think the future will look like? 
 

OUTCOME 
Children to have built a type of transport at the start, which will 
be reviewed towards the end of the half term.  

EXPERT INPUT 
Possible visit from Librarian from Dorset Libraries.  
 

LEARNING THROUGH ROLE PLAY  
This will be led by the children this half term, generating 

ideas and voting on what they want it to be. Some ideas 

might include:  

• A bus 

• An aeroplane 

• A boat 
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PSED: 

 

ELG - Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, 

and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly 

ELG - Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they 

want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate 

 

Knowledge: 

I know what makes me belong in my family.  

I know how to make friends, how to play with them and solve 

problems that may arise.  

I understand the negative impact unkind words can have on others.  

I know why we set goals and work towards them.  

I know that I can achieve a goal by practicing.  

Skills 
 

I can independently take turns when playing in a group.  
 
I can recognise how others are feeling.  
 
I can talk about how I am feeling and understand what has made 
me feel that way.  
 
I can work towards a goal.  
 
 
 

Understanding the World 
 
ELG -  Know some similarities and differences between things in 

the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has 

been read in class 

ELG  - Understand the past through settings, characters and 

events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

ELG - Know some similarities and differences between different 

religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read in class 

ELG - Understand some important processes and changes in the 

natural world around them, including the seasons and changing 

states of matter. 

Include one about the world 

We will: 
 
Look at transport through time and how things have changed, 

making observations on the differences we can see from the first 

car, 1900s and present day vehicles.  

 

Engage in non-fiction texts that describe changes in transport 

over the years.   

 

We will look at different literature that show different religious 

communities in the UK and begin to understand that different 

people can believe in different things.  

 

Observe how the weather is changing and whether the 

temperature is increasing.  

 

We will be looking at places around the UK we have visited, 

including our immediate environment, and other countries we 

have visited, comparing their lives with our own.  

 

Key vocabulary:  

Past, present, future, moving, transport, temperature, vehicles 

Books we will explore: 

 
Fiction texts: 
 
Last stop on market street  
Emma Jane’s aeroplane 
The hundred decker bus 
Mrs Armitage on wheels  
Cars! Cars! Cars!  
Winnie the witch goes to the beach 
 
Non-fiction texts: 

A journey through transport  

 
 
Rhymes/songs to introduce: 
 

1. The wheels on the bus  
2. Down at the station  
3. The animals went in two by two  
4. One finger, one thumb keep moving  
5. The grand old Duke of York 



Maths: 
 
ELG - Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the 

composition of each number 

ELG - Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other 

aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number 

bonds to 10, including double facts. 

ELG - Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when 

one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity 

 

To 20 and beyond 

We will introduce numbers beyond 20 

We will look at how numbers past 10 are Made of 1 ten and then x ones.  

We will practice counting to 20 daily and looking at counting back from 20. 

We will look at spatial reasoning, such as jigsaws and shape puzzles to 

work out how to fit shapes into a given space.  

 

First, then, now 

We will use first, then, now to introduce mathematical stories for addition. 

We will use first, then, now to introduce mathematical stories for 

subtraction.  

We will use manipulatives to add and subtract from a given number.  

We will look further at spatial reasoning.  

  

 

Key Vocabulary:  

20, tens, ones, counting back, shape, first, then, now, addition, subtraction 

 

 

Communication & Language 
 
ELG - Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with 
relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to 
and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 
 
ELG - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems when appropriate. 
 
ELG - Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, including use of past, present and future 
tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and 
support from their teacher. 
 
 

We will… 
 
Use the past, present and future tense to describe some of the 
key events that happened in our lives.  We will also use these 
tenses to practice sequencing a story, our daily routine, or 
events that happened in the past.  
 
Identify new vocabulary before engaging in our planning board 
and wheel time activities. 
 
Listen to what others are saying and practice saying something 
related back to keep a conversation going.  
 
Use extended sentences when talking and describing, beginning 
to connect sentences with connectives, such as and, because, 
but.  
 
Display our recently learnt vocabulary throughout the room and 
use it throughout the day during our learning.  
 
Key Vocabulary 

Past, present, future 

Literacy 
 
ELG - Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and 
during role-play. 
 
ELG -  Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words 
and recently introduced vocabulary 
 
ELG - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent 
with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception 
words. 
 
ELG - Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by 
others. 
 
 

Reading  
 
We will practice our story retelling and identify the start, middle 
and end of a story from a selection of photos and orally. 
 
We will read sentences that are consistent with our phonics 
knowledge.  
 
We will continue to practice and consolidate our set 2 sounds.  
 

Writing 

We will write words independently using Fred fingers to identify 

the sounds we can hear in the word. 

We will practice writing simple sentences during adult led 

activities and attempt to write simple sentences independently.  

We will write for a variety of purposes and in different contexts 

to understand why writing is important and how it Is used.  

 



  

Expressive Art & Design 
 
ELG - Share their creations, explaining the process they have used 

ELG - Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in 

narratives and stories. 

ELG - Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher 

We will: 

Know what is meant by colour. 

Know that primary colours are colours that cannot be made by mixing 

other colours together.  

Be able to name the primary colours.  

Know that when I mix colours, it creates new colours.  

Know that the way I apply paint (e.g. fingers, paintbrush, sponge, splatter) 

will alter the effect it creates.  

 

Key vocabulary 

Colour, Primary, colour, mixing, surface, paint, fine, thick  

Physical Development 
 
ELG -  Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery 
 
NB – Ensure that children have developed their upper arm and shoulder 
strength sufficiently: they do not need to move their shoulders as they 
move their hands and fingers • that they can move and rotate their lower 
arms and wrists independently 

 
We will:  
 
Perfect our pencil grip, knowing how to apply the correct 
pressure to write and draw.  
 
Continue to develop our paintbrush technique and practice 
making different movements to create brush strokes.  
 
Continue to strengthen our gross motor skills through core 
exercises and arm/shoulder strengthening exercises.  
 

PE Focus: 
 
ELG - Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 
 
ELG - Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration 

for themselves and others 

ELG - Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when 

playing 

 
Ball skills: 

We will develop their ball skills through the topic of 'minibeasts'. 
We will develop fundamental ball skills such as rolling and 
receiving a ball, throwing to a target, bouncing, and catching, 
dribbling with feet and kicking a ball. We will also be able to 
develop our fine and gross motor skills through a range of game 
play using a variety of equipment. We will be given opportunities 
to work independently and with a partner. 
 
Games: 
 
We will develop our understanding of playing games through the 
topic of 'transport'. We will practise and further develop 
fundamental movement skills through games. We will also learn 
how to score and play by the rules, how to work with a partner 
and begin to understand what a team is, as well as learning how 
to behave when winning and losing. 
 
 



Characteristics of effective learning: 

Playing and exploring 

engagement 
Active learning 

motivation 
Creating and thinking critically 

Thinking 

 

Finding out and exploring 

• Showing curiosity about objects, events 

and people 

• Using senses to explore the world around 

them 

• Engaging in open-ended activity 

• Showing a particular interest 

 

Being involved and concentrating 

 

• Maintaining focus on their activity for a 

period of time 

• Showing high levels of energy and 

fascination 

• Not easily distracted 

• Paying attention to detail 

 

 

Having their own ideas 

 

• Thinking of own ideas 

(new/meaningful to child) 

• Finding ways to solve problems 

• Finding new ways to do things 

 

Playing with what they know 

• Pretending objects are things from their 

experiences 

• Representing their experiences in play 

• Taking on a role in their play 

• Acting out experiences with other people 

 

Keeping on trying 

• Persisting with activity when challenges 

occur 

• Showing a belief that more effort or a 

different approach will pay off 

• Bouncing back after difficulties 

 

Making links 

 

• Making links and noticing patterns in 

their experiences 

• Making predictions 

• Testing their ideas 

• Developing ideas of grouping, 

sequences, cause and effect 

 

Being willing to have a go 

• Initiating activities 

• Seeking challenge 

• Showing a can do attitude 

• Taking a risk, engaging in new experiences 

and learning by trial and error 

 

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

• Showing satisfaction in meeting their 

own goals 

• Being proud of how they accomplished 

something – not just the end result 

• Enjoying meeting challenges for their 

own sake rather than external rewards or praise 

Choosing ways to do things 

 

• Planning, making decisions about 

how to approach a task, solve a problem 

and reach a goal 

• Checking how well their activities are 

going 

• Changing strategy as needed 

• Reviewing how well the approach 

worked 

 

 

 


